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Everyone knows about Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer and the 7th 
Cavalry’s last stand at the Little Bighorn on June 25, 1876.  But their mission actually 
began 39 days earlier at Fort Abraham Lincoln in Bismarck, North Dakota.  Built in 1872, 
the installation housed three infantry and six cavalry companies, and was among the largest 
and most important military stations on the Northern Plains.  Custer served there from 1873 
until his departure for the Little Bighorn.  The 7th remained headquartered there through 
June 1882.  Cavalry troopers have not been housed in the barracks since that time--until 
now.   

Great American Adventures presents an historic program, following Custer’s path and 
culminating in the annual reenactment of the Battle of the Little Bighorn near Hardin, 
Montana. And it all starts at Fort Abraham Lincoln. 

Cavalry training will be held on the 7th’s field and riders will bunk in the 7th’s barracks 
for two days (June 21 & 22)…a 1st in 129 years!  Afterward, the group continues on 
Custer’s trail—this time by vehicle--stopping to discuss the cavalry’s march. 

In Montana, the great grandson of Sitting Bull, Ernie LaPointe, leads a special tour of 
Deer Medicine Rock.  It was there that the Sioux leader’s vision of soldiers falling from the 
sky gave the Indians the bravado to fight and defeat the bluecoats. 

The following two days (June 25 & 26) the trail winds toward the Crow’s Nest.  On the 
morning of June 25th, Custer’s Crow scouts spotted a tremendous native village camped 
along the Little Bighorn River.  Custer climbed up the steep ridge overlooking the valley 
for a look.  The morning haze, combined with smoke from the immense village and dust 
kicked up from some 20,000 grazing Indian ponies (“like worms crawling on the grass,” 
according to his scouts) obscured his view.  He saw nothing and doubted his scouts.  Yet he 
was convinced Sioux scouts knew of the 7th’s presence.  Fearing he had lost the element of 
surprise, Custer gave the command to attack.  The heat and dust, coupled with the lack of 
water, contributed to the suffering of both men and horses, but on they pressed--on to glory 
and immortality.  

Few people since Custer have ridden from the Crow’s Nest into the Little Bighorn 
Valley.  The Crow Indian Agency has given permission for the Great American Adventures 
group to ride this route, accompanied by a Crow scout.  Custer and his troopers took half a 
day to ride to their deaths; the modern riders will take two days to cover this beautiful 
country, with commentary by the Crow guide and the man Congress has acknowledged as 
Custer’s “Foremost Living Historian,” Steve Alexander. 

The following three days (June 27 – 29) the group relives one of the most celebrated, 
controversial, and debated military events in America: the Battle of the Little Bighorn.  The 
re-enactment is on Crow Reservation land, and held in front of a live audience. The Great 
American troops will be stationed next to the Little Bighorn River, near Medicine Tail 



Coulee.  That’s where Custer is thought to have attempted to flank the Sioux Indian village. 
He and his men were driven off, fighting their way to what became known as Last Stand 
Hill. 

Each participant will be issued a horse, blanks, and food. 
Details are available at the Great American Adventures website:  
www.great-american-adventures.com; by calling 505-286-4585; or email: s.m.shaw@msn.com. 

 
Dates: 
 Two day cavalry training: Saturday & Sunday, June 21 & 22 
 Travel day to Montana: Monday, June 23 
 Tour of Deer Medicine Rock: Tuesday, June 24 
 Two day Crow’s Nest Ride:  Wednesday & Thursday, June 25 & 26 
 Re-enactments: Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 27, 28 & 29 
 
Cost: 
 $1850 per person  
 
Includes: 
 Trained Horses 
 Tack (use of personal saddles, Western & especially McClellans 

encouraged but not mandatory) 
 Wranglers  
 Three meals a day at Fort Abraham Lincoln 
 Lunches only during Crow’s Nest Ride 
 Three meals a day, June 27 – 29 (two on Sunday, June 29th) 
 .45 caliber blanks  
 
Not Included: 
 Transportation to and from Bismarck, ND and Hardin, MT 
 Motels in Hardin (7th barracks at Fort Lincoln are included) 
 Requisite uniform / holsters (approximately $200 at Coon Creek Mercantile) 

 
  

 
 
 


