
 1 

 
 
 

GREAT AMERICAN 
ADVENTURES 

 
PRESENTS 

 
 

 
 

Custer and the Battle at the Little Big Horn 
 

~ Crow’s Nest Ride & Re-Enactment ~ 
 

June 25 – 29, 2008 
 

Realizing some folks can’t wrangle a lot of time off from work and might have 
difficulty in rationalizing the expense of an 8-day horseback adventure when there are other 
necessities in life screaming “buy me!” I offer this alternative to the 8-day Custer event 
(see www.great-american-adventures for details and pricing on the 8-day Custer Ride).   

This alternative eliminates the need to fly into Bismarck, North Dakota and dally at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln.  We will start with the Crow’s Nest ride in Montana.   

It was here, early morning, June 25, 1876, on a ridge overlooking the Little Bighorn Valley, 
Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer, commanding the 7th Cavalry, stared steadfastly 
through field glasses.  He’d received a note earlier from Chief of Scouts, 2nd Lieutenant Charles A. 
Varnum, that their Crow and Ree Indian scouts had sighted a tremendous Sioux village camped 
along the Little Big Horn River.  Custer saw nothing. 

“I’ve got about as good of eyes as anybody and I can’t see any village, Indians, or anything else,” 
he flatly stated.  Mitch Boyer, the half-Sioux guide, said, “Well, General, if you don’t find more 
Indians in that valley than you ever saw together you can hang me.”  Irritated, Custer sprang to his 
feet and remarked, “It would do a damned sight of good to hang you, wouldn’t it.”   

Custer’s scouts believed Sioux scouts had discovered the 7th.  Fearing losing the element of 
surprise and anxious the Indians would break camp and run, Custer chose not to wait for Terry and 
Gibbon, and gave the command to advance toward the village and attack.  The heat and dust, 
coupled with the lack of water, contributed to the suffering of both men and horses.  On they pressed 
… to glory and immortality.    

For two days (June 25 & 26) we follow the trail winding toward the Crow’s Nest and 
from there to where the Sioux village sat along the Little Bighorn River, the area of our 
campsite.  Few people since Custer have ridden the Crow’s Nest route.  The Crow Indian 
Agency has given us permission to ride this route, accompanied by a Crow scout.  Custer 
and his troopers took half a day to ride to their deaths; we’ll take two days to cover this 
beautiful country, with commentary by the Crow guide and the man Congress has 
acknowledged as Custer’s “Foremost Living Historian,” Steve Alexander. 

The following three days (June 27 – 29) the group relives one of the most celebrated, 
controversial, and debated military events on American soil: the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn.  The re-enactment is on Crow Reservation land, held in front of a live audience. 
We’ll be stationed near Medicine Tail Coulee, where Custer and his men are thought to 
have attempted to flank the Sioux Indian village, were repulsed and driven off, fighting 
their way to what became known as Last Stand Hill. 
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Details are available at: www.great-american-adventures.com;  
By calling Ellsworth T. Kincaid at 505-286-4585;  
Or email Ellsworth at: s.m.shaw@msn.com. 

 
Dates: 
 Two-day Crow’s Nest Ride:  Wednesday & Thursday, June 25 & 26 
 Re-enactments: Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 27, 28 & 29 
 
Cost: 
 $1500 per person  
 
Includes: 
 Trained Horses 
 Tack (use of personal saddles, Western & especially McClellan’s 

encouraged but not mandatory) 
 Wranglers  
 Three meals a day during re-enactment 
 Lunches only during Crow’s Nest Ride 
 .45 caliber blanks 
 
Not Included: 
 Flying into/out of Billings, MT 
 Rental cars 
 Motels in Hardin (7th barracks at Fort Lincoln are included) 
 Requisite uniform / holsters (approximately $200 at Coon Creek Mercantile) 

 
  

 
 
 


